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A REMONSTRANCE: 
Of the general Aſſembly of the Kirk of 


SCOTLAND, 


To their Presbytertan Brethren now under perſe- 
| cution in ENGLAND. 


Dear beloved Brethren, and Fellen - lalourers in the ſame 
Cauſe for which we are now Fellow-[ufferers ; 
Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied unte , Who had 
never more ned of it; and Patience, and long-[uffering 
unto yon, to Whom it appertaineth. 


Rethren, we are troubled in out Bow- 
eh, not onely for our ſelves, but. fer 
Son you alſe, chat both You and We, who 
l  bave labeuted in the ſame 
Cauſe from the beginning, ſhould. 
now 2 the uncir- 
cumciſed, and be yo togeches 
MI. like an Ox and an Ms in the fame 
Plough of affliction ( which, is- un- 
lawfull) ſo that you can geither lit up the hee! to reſiſt, . o 
run away, nor we path with'our horns (as: the falſe Prophes 
did)againſ} our enemies who ate come up to deſtroꝝ us.. 
When we call to minde how both you and we have walked 

together in this work from the beginning, we cannot hut be- 

lie ve that this judgement is fallen upon us for your: fins, and b 
upon ydur lelves for your Own. 18K uities,: Fer yo re- ; 
vember, that before the ern 7 be | 
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there remained in peace untill yon grew big,and were delive- 
red of your ſitſt born; even the holy Sy not. | 

In the mean time you made the ſolemne League and Cove- 


nant, and ſentit unto us to eſpouſe us, that we might ſend it 
unto you to eſpouſe you; and it was ſent and prevailed migh- 
tily, as an inſtcument of Wat, even as the Jaw- bone that am- 
ſon ſlue the Philiſtims with, or the Rams-horns that blew r 
down the walls of Jericho. But now you have ſuffeted this 
Jaw-bone to be chrown away and this Horn of your ſalvati- 
on to depart from Hl, and be prophanely uſed like unto 
the horn of # Sow-gelder, oo | 

It was for your ſakes as wel as 2000000 l. that we delivered 
up the late King, who fled unto our Army as unto a Citie of 
: refuge: for we thought it very juſt, chat you who had preached - 
: him down, ſhould enjoy the fruits of your own Chriſtizn la- 
| bours, even as the Ot that treadeth out the Corn, ought not 
to be muzzeled ; and ſo you might, if you had been a8 wiſe in 
your generation as the Children of Belial were, ho berea- 
ved you of him before you could put him to death; your own 
way : But for this have we been reproached, whereis thanks * 
ought to have been rendred unto tis; ap bes >, were the. 
worſe for you, (by your own failings) it proved the deter for 
the King, for they onely cat him in 4. without ma- 
king him condemne himſelfe, as you would have done, and af- 
terwards have cut him as ſmall as «Fgag (to remove blood 
from the land) as you had engaged your faich anto us to do. 
And this you know to be true, as well as the Aſs knoweth his 
Crib 


In the mean time we turned neither to rhe right hand nor 
to the left, but as ſoon as you opened your mouths and your 
purſes unto us, we raiſed an Arny as well at our own charges, 
(which was more then ever we had done before ) as yours ; 
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yon worſe then the Gibeonire: did the 

ald and old ſhooes; but then 

dn 1 Your: ur ſate ſtill like unto Idole, 

by the hand of the nter and ſuffered part of us to 

fall rien > ſword, and Mrt to be led into cap- 
tivity; yea, our e 


3 pure Scores, were ſold at 
an under rate, even for 6 d. a head, that is 15 for the price of 


one Aſſes head, to the diſhonor of out nation; and which is 
worſe, we received no ſhare in the proſit thereof. 

Verily bret hren, if our hearts had not been unmoveable as un- 
to this cauſe, we ſhould have been diſcouraged in our ſpirits, 
to have carried on this work any further, having ſo often ap- 
peared ro kindle a War in your Countrey, even as a man hin- 
dleth a Cow-turd,and you have preſently let it go out, either 
for want of the blowingneſs of powerfall preaching, ot the 
fuel of contributjon. | | 
Notwithſtanding after you had been ſo often foold and 

cheated, that you were become as contemptible and unuſefull 

as a Piper that hath loſt his neather chap; yet we forſook you 

nok, but entred into a neœ Covenant with you, in which we 

required nothing of you (beſides money) but your ſilence. 
But this alſo have you not performed unto us; for though we ; 
carried on the work with the wiſdom of Serpenrs, yee no 

ſooner opened your hands to adminiſter. unto us, but the 
whole buſineſs was opened unto the enemy , who. preſently 
ſeized upon the bodies of ſome of yee, 'and commirced them 
to ſafe cuſtody, where they now remain. | 
 Surely,brethren, it is a great aſtoniſhment unto us, that yee 
ſhould lay up thoſe things in your hearts no ſafer , but that 
they ſhould preſently be revealed unto the uncircumciſed; 
there is a jea in our ſpirits, that ſome of them plow with 
your Heifers: And therfore our defire unto you- wards is, that. 
you would no more difcover thoſe things uoto the Wives 
that lie in your boſoms; for women are unfic for ſecrets, be- 
ing as the Heathen Poet ſayes, full of notches, and therefore 
muſt of neceſſity run our. | 
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ought to be delnered 0 unte Satan, unta whom they ap- | 
pertain ; for he is alſo er of his brethren, as both 
and you have often found him by experience. 
But it is unto us as the rottenneſſe of our bones to under- 
and that there are untighteens Stewads amo ſuch as 
provide for themſelves rather then the Cauſe againſt the evill 
day - for we are advertifed by ſome among yee, that great 
ſummes have been laid at your feet by the Saints to be delive- 
re& unto us, but we received not the tyth thereof rheteby we 
doubt yee have given das the bag, and defrauded the Kuk: 
yen, it is revealed unto us, that the tate you took leſt your right 
hand ſhould know what the left received, was to the end that 
yee might give us no account thereof, as well as delude your 
own Conſciences, and the wicked if yce ſhould be queſtioned. 
For this fin is j t fallen upon yee 3 for as we confeſs, 
you that labou the Work, ought not to have been muz- 
zeled by us; — gr would tale unto your ſelves che 
Wages of unrighte ouſneſſe, you are juſtiy muxzeled by the 
unrighteous; yea, as yen detein d and ſhortned the Free- 
will⸗offerings of the Brethren d ſo ate yaur Bodies. now de- 
teined in priſos , and lbs to be 1 hy the hand of the 


Welo love not toadd 20 Sten to adios yet we cannot 
but hold forth thus much — — ſinoe rity — _ 
concerning/your'tranigreſfions ;; and though we a fel- 
low. feeling of the ca lamities of our dearly belbved filter, the 
holy we hold it our duties to fey ſomething: | in fiſkewy 
love unto them alſo concerning their failing. 

Verily, if they had not: ſtopped their eats like adders 
as thirty were; but would have hearkned&unto:rhefe inſtructi- 
ons which we' gave them at ſirſt, in had been for cheir pe ace; 
we mean if they had kept themſelves unto facb i inquiries: and 


diſputes, as were ſafe and proper for the curious — 
0 
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Agron: Beard was of? "Whether Jeruſalem ſtood in 7. 
taly ? How far it is from thence co 75re by water? Whe- 
ther 7, not more lawfal then Fiddles? Theſe are 
queſtions that tend nor only to edification, but the union of the 
Kirk, for they gave ſentence in favour of Bagpipes, not on- 
ly betauſe they are 9 but alſo to comply wich us their 
- Brethren, by whom they are uſed. for oar ſpiritual ſolace ; 
yea we are affured that if they had but fate ſtill, and crack d 
Nuts, or eaten Ginger bread in an Orthodox way, until po- 
wer were put into their hands, it had been better for 
them; but when they began co puzzle with Predeſtination, 
and take the Articles of the Holy Faith aſunder, to cleanſe 
them, as it were, they ſpoild and loſt ſo many peeces, that 
they could ne ver ſet them together again. Nay, we are cre- 
dibly informed that they were three whole weeks in Hell, 
ike Rats in a Trap, and had never gotten ont again, if a Lay- 
man by the help of humane learning meerly had not ſhewn 
them the way, which has been ſo great a ſcandal to the Kirk, 
that they had, better have ſtayed there erernally, But 
there were other Articles beſides choſe, with which they buſh. 
ed thettiſelves to much worſe pucpoſe, we mean fuch as the 
ſeveral Pariſhes held forth apaiaft their Paſtors, of theſe they 
were ſo greedy , that the profane Laity went a hunting ro 
Committees with Synod men as Hounds, and made them 
utikenne), and drivetheir Brechren out of their poſſeſſions, 
even as Foxes are ankennelled by their own ki for eve- 
ry mans eie was bid, according xs anothers 'Benefice wys 
good, and the better his living was, the wotſe his life wis 
ute to be made, until they had thruſt him out: In His plate 
commonly four or five leaped ttulſe, who to decide the contro- 
weilte were fain to play Prizes of their pifes ye mean their fbi. 
ritual gifts, and he that could give moſt, Always carried it. Mean 


while the ſmaller Churches ſtool empty or were Tappli 

by Malignants, who had liberry to do What t led fo 

they wete but poor enouph, for theſe true fiſhett BETA 
e ” luc. 
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they had been much better then they Ee the very De- 
vils themſelvs cannot avoid it. O what an opportunity did the 
Kirk then loſe, the people of thoſe daies were poſſeſt general- 
ly wich a ſpiritual Itch aſter out holy Govermenc , and kinde 
f zealous Scab overſpread them all, and like devour Camels 
(that wou d creepthrough the ey of a needle to go to heav ) 
they kneeld to ye to receive their Burthen; but ye being at 
variance with one another out of a ſtiff necked ach unbro- 
therlineſs reſiſting one another to the teeth; until Antichriſt 
aroſe, and exalted himſelf in che Kirk of God above you all; 
he laid your Honour in the Duſt, and your Authority on 
the Dunghil,and condemn'd ycur Directory and ſolemn Cove- 
nant to Tobacco ſhops, and houſes of uncleaneſs : yea he u- 
ſed you, as the Phiſiſtims did the Ambaſſadors of David; 
for he hath already cut off your Beards, (chat is, the reverence 
of your perſ6h that conſiſteth chiefly in your Beards) and will 
ſhortly cut your Garments above your Butrocks, (that is cur. 
tail your maintainance ; and then ye may ſtay at Jericho, until 
ur cloaths are grown out again) unleſs Salvation and De- 
ivetance come from us. | ** 
And truly Brethren, if ye would but learn wiſdom at length; 
and after ye have been ſo long brayed in the morter of Affli- 
ction, let your fooliſhneſs depart from ye, we ſhould not 
doubt to deliver ye out of the hands of the gyptians, if 
Scabs and Lice can do it; for we will never give over the work 
while wee have any thing left whereby to carry it on, even to 
our very hides; And therefore brethren bee not troubled in 
your ſpirits, becauſe we have communion with the children of 
ZFabylon the Malignants, it behooveth us ſo to do for the pre- 
„r he enemies; but though we make friends 
of*the wicked,for our own benefit as ſoon as we have through 
them deſtroyed the man of fin, we will give them their porti- 
. x & N on 
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eros ry — — Conntry, 
they ſhall not want Gallowſes, and that is all they xe like to 
have of what belongeth unto us. 
Neither let it ſeem ſtrange in your eies, that we > have 8- 
nointed young San, "whdcametofrekbo Fathers Aſſes a- 
mong us; for as ſoon as we have ſmitten the Philiſtimt, we 
will caſt off his yoke (for he is ſtifnecked )and return unto our 
Tents; but if the Philifiims prevail againſt us, then will we 
deliver him up (as we did his Father) to ſave our ſelves and 
ſet the Lord Chriſt upon his Throne; | for indeed we ſhall 
never get ſuch another King, whoſe power we may ſo eaſily 
adminiſter, and leave him the name onely; for if we ſhould 
endure 2 ws xp any other tearms, we ſhould deceive the 
world, and that becometh not the walkings of the Saints, 

There are ſome Lords among ye Princes in Iſracl, that 
have been as nurſing Fathers unto the Cauſe - Theſe” recei- 
ved you that were the fore-runners _ Reformation , and 
when the IdolacronsPrelats had ſtop 9 mouths , they 
opened them again, and filled thera with fatneſs; and con- 
tradiction; yea, pampered your Zeal wich delicious 
Fare (as with ) untill ye became ſtif-necked, and 
were able to lift up — the Mightie. 

It is an heavineſs unto our bowels, to underſtand that they 
who have in the Vineyard from the beginning of 
the day, ſhould receive a worſe reward then thoſe that came 
inatnoo0n; but we hope it is for their good ( as all things 

to the-Godly)and — be much better for them, then 
chen had cheir we are informed by ſome, that the 
Houſe where they uſed.co fir in Judgement; is become deſo- 
late, and made an Habitatien for Owles, and a Tabernacle 
for wild Aſſes ; bur others aſſure us it is | juſt as it wasever 
es — who have been uſed Gov 

e wonder chat the to ern- 
ment, can be comented io be deprived thereof , e 


| r then what it is to have 
Power to make whom you'pleaſe Saints; and whom you 
pleaſe Reprobates : For this is part of the Power of the Keys 
committed untò us; and ſo neceſſary, that without it, we 
cannot poſſibly incbunter the Stratagems of Satan; for 
when we deliver unto him thoſe whom he has no Right to-; 
and receive into the Boſome of the Kirk, ſuch as appertain 
unto him, we are wiſet then the old Serpent himſelf; ant as 
the Iſyaclires tobbd the Ægptiam, ſo do we the Devil, of 
dis moſt pretious Jewels. | 
It is alſo in our Power, to thruſt whom we pleaſe out of 
the Kirk, and then puniſh them for being out; keep them 
out as long as we pleaſe; and perſecute them for not coming 
in till v would let them, recetve none in, but as Tenants at 
Will, to be put out again whenſdevet we pleaſe: Yea, we 
can make the Lives of whom we pleaſe, holy and upright and 
of whom we pleaſe , prophane and ſcandalous; we can take 
Ri uſneſs, Vertue, and Innocence fromrhoſe tliat have 
ſufficient thereof, and give them unto ſuch as want; which is 
both Equity and Charity; for as ho man (hall go to heaven 
for his good works, ſo be ought not to be received into the 
Kirk for the ſume. It is Faith and Repentance that all men 
mult be ſaved by; and as by out Preaching we make them 
delieve what we pleaſe, and afterwards bring them perperu- 
ally to Repentatice; their Salvation comes from us, and not 
from their own Righteouſneſs ; and therefore it is very juſt 
that we ſheuld diſpoſe of ir as we pleaſe, ſimee they know not 
how'rd difp6ſe of it thetaſelves; for without a3; it would do 
ther 16 Food $f all!: 0 297 5417! uy Tra when Log , 415] 
When any man has oppoſed you, or refuſed to hearken 
unto your voice, or that you have heart. burnicigs- againſt 


fit by the motie ij of your 6 tit;youknow:'ivis a fteat 
fret cou eto get f urs: Wei ent 
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every body as well as himſelf, may know whom you mean: 
Then make him Satan and Antichrit, and the . 
denounce as many Iudgements againſt him, as cannot fall en 
lefs then a whole Nation; untill the people ſtare and begin 
to be afraid of him ; this you know is ſome eaſement unto 
your Spirits; bat you that have never cry'd it, cannot imagin 
what a delight it is to bring ſuch a one upon the Stock of 
Repentance, and make him ask you forgiveneſs under the 
borrow'd name of God and the Kirk; for though the peo-, 
ple take theſe ſubmiſſions in a licteral ſenſe ; we underſtand. 
che myſterie thereof well enough, andiirisan addition of 
delight unto us to behold the ignorance ,, and fi mplicity of 
them that do not. | ; - 
Such are fit for out Government; but when we meet with 
thoſe that have more Learning and Knowledge then our 
ſelves (which is both preſumptuous and dangerous) it beho- 
veth us to beware of them; yet we can tell how to humble 
ſach (as we ought to do, for Knowledge puffeth up) and 
make them ſubmit as well as che moſt ignorant. For | 
we have pronounced their knowledge to be acgording to the 
fleſh, and that they do not underſtand Spiricuall things Spi- 
ritually, they muſt be glad to come to School to us, before 
they can expect any peace from the Kick; and then though 
we can never make them underſtand what we mean; yet we 
can make them fee us to underſtand for them, which indeed 
is moſt convenient for us both, and very juſt; fot if they 
muſt not Preach nor adminiſter the Sacraments themſelves, it 
is not fic they ſhould underſtand for themſelves, nor inter- 
pret for themſelves : 27 198 h 
But there are others more troubleſome and ſRif-neck'd : 
We mean ſuch whoſe Sknls are ſo cracked, that new Light 
is ready to break through, To thoſe we always hold forth 
Predeſtination, and if we can but apply it hot enough, and 
make it ftick , it will preſently improve them to their height, 
and make them as very fools, as they ſhould be, tliat is, mad: 
B 2 For 
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for — 
is a little over; they will eicher be quiet, or if they ate not 
it is no mittec; for no body will regard them. 

The ward ſhip and Tuition of all Ocphans and Idiots, fal- 
leth by right into out hands , theſe are the Ricks Vails, and 
become forfeit unto us, who may diſpoſe of them and their 
goods as we pleaſe : for as we ſupply the ſtead of Parents to 
them, it is not fic that we (hould he bound to give any ac- 
eount what we do with their ſubſtance , more then if they 
were our ownbarns ; wherefote we can handle the Laſſes 
of them as we liſt, and afcet if they be bonny and have mickle 
geere Wed them our ſelves, or give them to our ſons or bre- 
thren; for no man here may take a wife without our leave, 
nor get hes with child, but we uſe to make him anſwer for it 
to us, and give us ſatisfaction that he did it according to the 
doctrin of the Kirk, before we allow of his workmanſhip, or 
give the infanc leave to beleeve as-we do. - 

The cenſure and puniſhment of all fins, eſpecially thoſe of 
the fleſh, belongeth by righc unto us: for how hall we te- 
prehend thoſe pns in Gur Congregations unleſs they be diſ- 
covered unto us, and where canthey better be diſcovered. 
then in our Courts, where all Circumſtances are uſually laid 
open? The knowledge of theſe is as neceſſary unto us as the 
knowledge of Dileaſesis unto Phyſitians, and though we 
might gain this knowledgt ſufficiently by our own Practice; 
yet that which we do out ſelves, differs much from what is 
done by others, and we have à different ſence thereof; tis. 
true, there ate many pretious and able men among us, that 
can reprove thoſe very things that they do themſelves, with 
as much power and vehemence of ſpirit, as they do the ſins of 
others; but all men have not attained to that perfection, be- 
ing a gift of wonderfull excellence, and of very great ad van- 
tage unto thoſe that have it, for it renders them unſuſpected. 
And as gnilty men gain their pardon many times by telling ef 
others, ſo do they deſer ve (at leaſt) to be forgiven. 2 
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veur ſelyes, and to endeavour by ; hos &be buſie and vi- 
* to be ptying in all places, to ſee 
very where, that you may be ready to 
niſh.every man in ſeaſon and out 
de good od or evil; for if yon let 
ir own wills in e what - 
f iffe rein they 
| 
thing 8 
be fove of hell fire, ==: 
This will Ry owe = 
turally love thoſe beſt that uſe them worſt, and if you can but 
wound them they wil be ſure to follow you for a plaiſter. Ap- 
g 
} 


Burt if your conſciences (miſ-informed bY tt e miſckiefs that 
ye have done) do at any time begin to be w 2yward , an 0 di- 
. u. 


Co 


'ran, 11 Sn dee and: es 'ye per 


you Res no : thiae.” on 
1nd 1 il eps 'D _—y ks Acruſer, 
is 48 were poſſeſt, 
44 Conſider 
re caſed i 
exertainey of your 
6 terrible — 2 
petun raiſe 
among > the did Ser that de will never 
ſuffer you to come to Hell, gb 41 Aiſturb the peace 
% E kingdom alſo 0 par co 1455 hairy! and To you muſt 


nete ſſicy goto h 2 Ka er own wils; 
0 Hoh wn es 
is, that vou endeavour to deny yout wills 


Our advice abe 
in this caſe them * reatet᷑ liberty i all other. 
When you are as t before the Judgement ſeats of 
your enemies, be not edu what you ſhall ſay; no matter 
EE a it be true or falle, ſo ir be for your advantage : For 
if the Devil can ſpeak truth whetrit will ſerve his purpoſe (we 
know. not why. the Ele& may not lie when it will ſerve 
theirs: elſe he has a greater priviledge then they have, which 
ought not to be. It will be time enough to confeſs the 
truth when you can deny it no 1. Truth is pretious, 
and to caſt it away upon the wicked, is to throw Pearls to 
Swine. Let the name of the Lord, and Conſcience, and Ho- 
lyneſs, be always in your mouthes, bur never fink deeper, for 
then they will not be ſo ready tobe poured forth upon all 
occaſions, for there is a great diſtance between' che mouth 
and the beart of aSaint,the one being in heaven and che other 
on earth, we need not tell you which is „„ e 
To conclude, If the Enemy and Oppreſſor prevail, ſo that 
you have no hopes to deliver your ſe 2 Ives by a ſtrong hand, 
40 your endeavours £0 rob the gin of their preti- 
ous Ornaments, and . fly unto us your Brethren 
into the Wilderneſs (that is, into Scotland ) who will 
de teady , and ſtretch forth our hands to receive yon: 
Here you ſhall be fed with Manna and the fouls of Heaven, 
ſuch 
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ſuch Quails as uſe to fall from the clouds moſt plentifully 

hereg and as for 1 , thoagh your upper Garments 
may perhaps wear out, the neather will not; we mean your 
Hides ; for ſuch was the molt antient apparel of this Coun- 
trey. We read that the Saints in the times of Perſecution 
have been cloathed with the skins of wild beaſts: And if yee 
can be contented with ſuch Raiment, you need not take 
thought what you ſhall wear, for you can never be unpro- 
vided. | 
Finally, whatſoever befalls you, be comforted, for the 
tears even of your noſes ſhall not be loſt ; no, they ſhall be 
returned into your boſoms; for ſpirituall ſnivel is a preti- 
ous oyntment of a ſweet ſavonr , and fit to anoint the beards 
and garments of the faithful. And if your necks do but 
prove af the ſame mettle of your faces, you need not fear 
what Hemp can do unto you. 


Archibald Duglas 2 Scribes to the 
Aſſembly. 


Patrick Johnſton 
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